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During the COVID-19 Pandemic, policy-makers have faced privacy-related questions, such 

as “How much should we track and disclose the movement histories of infected people?” or 
“How much should we monitor and restrict the movements of infected people or foreign 
travelers?” 

In this report, we briefly introduce results of six question items related to the general 
public’s attitudes towards privacy issues surrounding the COVID-19 Pandemic in 29 
countries. 
 
(1) Which matters more: infection control or one’s own privacy? (Figure 1) 

In 26 of all 29 countries, more people agreed than disagreed with the statement “I don’t 
mind sacrificing protection of my privacy to some extent if it helps prevent the spread of 
COVID-19.”  

Privacy was prioritized more in 3 countries: Japan, Argentina, and Russia. 
 



 

Figure 1 Prioritizing infection control or one’s own privacy (p.42) 
 
 
(2) Which matters more: infection control or others’ privacy? (Figure 2) 

In 27 of 29 countries, more people thought that infection control matters more than others’ 
privacy. 

Others’ privacy was prioritized more in just 2 countries: Japan and Argentina. 
 

 

Figure 2 Prioritizing infection control or others’ privacy (p. 163) 
 



(3) If you were infected, would you be reluctant to report your infection to your friends or 
acquaintances? (Figure 3) 

In 27 of 29 countries, more people responded that they wouldn’t be reluctant to report their 
infection. 

However in India and Japan, the tendency was the reverse. India had the highest percentage 
of reluctant people (53%) followed by Japan (41.3%), where twice as many people responded 
that they would be reluctant to report being infected. 

 

 
Figure 3 Reluctance to disclose one’s own infection (p. 43) 

 
 
(4) Should infected people inform the people around them of their infection? (Figure 4) 

In almost all countries, the majority thought that infected people should inform the people 
around them of their infection. 

The percentage of people agreeing was the lowest in Japan (49.5%). 
 



 

Figure 4 Should infected people inform the people around them of their infection? (p. 165) 
 
(5) Do you think you would be shunned or harassed by people around you? (Figure 5) 

In 20 of 29 countries, fewer people thought that they would be shunned or harassed by 
others after catching COVID-19. 

However, in most Asian countries in including Japan, more people thought that they would 
be shunned or harassed. 
 

 

Figure 5 Assumption of being shunned or harassed by others after catching COVID-19 (p. 
48) 



(6) Would you be reluctant to disclose your movement history after catching COVID-19? 
(Figure 6) 

In 27 countries, more people said they would be willing to disclose their movement history 
after being infected. The tendency was the reverse only in India and France. 

In Japan, a higher percentage of people said they would be willing to disclose their 
movement history (40.1%) than to report their infection to people around them (22.1%) 
(Result (3)). 

 

 
Figure 6 Disclosing one’s movement history after catching COVID-19 (p. 44) 
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